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FYUP part of new education
policy deliberation, says Irani

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The contro-
versial four-year undergrad-
uate programme of Delhi
University which was rolled
back by the Narendra Modi
rnment last year, would

be part of deliberations
during framing of a new
national education policy.

- “With regards to the four

course in any capac-

ity..will it be allowed, that
is also a part of the new edu-
cation policy deliberation,”
HRD Minister Smriti Irani
said during an interaction
with the students at the Shri
Ram College of Commerce
(SRCC) here.

~ She said this to a poser
by a student, underlining
that the decision to scrap
the programme was taken
as such programme had no
legal sanctity.

DU had on June 27 last
year scrapped the course
and reverted to the previous
three-year structure under
pressure from UGC. The
decision had put a cap on
prolonged agitation by a sec-
tion of the teachers and stu-
dents demanding rollback of
the FYUP course.

- Irani encouraged the stu-
dents to post their feedback

3

about their wish from the

new education policy on

www.mygov.in. “We genu-
inely believe in change. Give
us your views as the existing
education policy is 22 years
old now;” she said.

Government had on Jan-
uary 26 officially launched
deliberations on the new
policy inviting suggestions
from stakeholders across the
board on 32 selected items.

As part of the delibera-
tion, the minister plans to
visit some institutes in the
coming days and interact
with students. To a sugges-
tion from a student of SRCC
on Thursday who fumed
that technical institutes and
programmes are being given
preferences over liberal arts,
she said suggestions should
be posted in the website for
consideration.

She also sought feed-

back from students on the
nomenclature of courses and
about diploma programme
that could be changed into
degree courses.

Listing out the initia-
tives taken by her ministry
to improve quality of educa-
tion, she said capacity build-
ing of teachers was one the
prime focus of her govern-
ment. She said this when
her attention was drawn by
a student to the quality of
teaching in classes.

When an Economics stu-
dent from Madhya Pradesh
shared his plight of being
unable to keep pace with the
rest in his class due to his
Hindi medium background

and alleged lack of support

from teachers, Irani assured,
him that he would have
no such problem and that
teachers would definitely
help him out.
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11'T-M Alumni Picked for Comp Research and Development

http://www.newindianexpress.com/education/student/11T-M-Alumni-Picked-for-Comp-Research-and-
Development/2015/02/13/article2666702.ece

CHENNAI:Five IIT-Madras alumni are among 47 people recognised by the Association for Computing
Machinery (ACM) this year for their advances in computing research and development that are driving
innovation and sustaining economic development around the world. ACM is the world’s largest educational and
scientific computing society.

The alumni are Parthasarathy Ranganathan and Ramakrishnan Srikant from Google, Srinivas Devadas from the
Michigan Institute of Technology, Aravind Srinivasan from the University of Maryland and S Sudarshan from
IIT-Bombay.

Professor Nagarajan, dean, International and Alumni Relations at 11T-M, said, “IIT-M prepares its students well
for graduate studies and that is reflected by their standing and accomplishments in academia.”

11T Goa to Commence Its First Academic Session at Goa
Engineering College

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/iit-goa-to-commence-its-first-academic-session-at-goa-engineering-college-
1423736140-1

Indian Institute of Technology (11T) Goa will be starting its first academic session, temporarily, at Goa
Engineering College as per the decision laid down by the HRD Minister.

The HRD Ministry has turned down the idea of taking off the first session at the Government College, Pernem
citing that it’s unsuitable. State Chief Minister Laxmikant Parsekar has made the announcement after meeting
the Union HRD Minister.

Further it is also expected that the HRD Ministry will also agree to the allotment of a minimum of 15 lakh
square meter of land for setting up of campus. In response to this, the State Government has decided to
contribute the space acquired for sports city to the IIT Goa Campus.

Previous year Goa along with few other States had been chosen for setting up 1ITs. This year, 100 students will
get enrolled to Kick start the first academic session at 1T Goa through JEE 2015.

Important Points

e |IT Goato start its first session at Goa Engineering College
e 100 students to get enrolled this year through JEE 2015
« HRD Ministry is also expected to agree to allot 15 lakh square meters of land, for setting up of campus
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Most new IITs, 11Ms to get going this year

Vaibhav Ganjapure, TNN | Feb 13, 2015, 03.52 AM IST

NAGPUR: When finance minister Arun Jaitley announced setting up of five new lITs and six new IIMs in his budget on
July 10 last year, it appeared unlikely they would become operational by 2015-16 academic session. It seemed even
more difficult since the existing eight IITs and IIMs started by the UPA government between 2008 and 2011 are still
grappling with problems like faculty shortage and absence of infrastructure. All of them are still operating from the
makeshift campuses in absence of proper funds allocation.

Surprisingly though, most of those announced by Jailtley are likely to begin their operations from July, if officials from
the union ministry of Human Resources development (MHRD) are to be believed. MHRD additional secretary Amarjit
Sinha told TOI they had completed inspection of eight projects and planned to functionalize all of them from July.

Jaitley had allocated Rs500 crore for IITs at Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Chhattisgarh, Goa, and Jammu and
Kashmir, apart from [IMs at Odisha, Punjab, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh and Maharashtra. The sixth 1IM was to come up in
AP after Telangana's formation.

"Except for the IIT in J&K, land has been identified for all other institutes. We have so far visited eight of them and found
their permanent as well as makeshift sites satisfactory. Even their reports have already been submitted to the MHRD
while the remaining three campuses would be inspected soon. The government plans to start at least eight of these
projects at temporary campuses from forthcoming session," Sinha, who was in Nagpur for inspecting the temporary and
permanent facilities for Maharashtra's first [IM, said.

He informed that MHRD team had visited sites for proposed IITs at Tirupati (AP), Chhattisgarh, Kerala and Goa, along
with [IMs at Vizag, Bihar and Orissa, besides Nagpur. "We will soon be inspecting IIM facilities at Punjab and Bodh Gaya
in Himachal Pradesh," he said.

Sinha's stand was in complete contrast with union minister for state for HRD Ramshankar Katheria, who had told TOI the
government would first focus on IIMs and IITs started by the Congress-led government that were still grappling with the
problems like land, buildings and faculty shortage.

If everything goes to plan, India will have 21 IITs and 19 [IMs from next session. Currently, about 9,600 seats are

available in 16 IITs for which there is a stiff competition among five lakh students while IIMs have roughly 3,500 seats
and over two lakh vie for it every year, sources from Directorate of Technical Education (DTE) informed.

[IT-BHU graduates develop tech for safer, faster tyres

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/lIT-BHU-graduates-develop-tech-for-safer-faster-
tyres/articleshow/46216071.cms

VARANASI: Three chemical engineering graduates of the Indian Institute of Technology, Banaras Hindu University (IIT-
BHU) have come up with a new eco-friendly innovation of extracting green silica from rice husk ash. With this, the
carbon used in tyres can be replaced with silica which helps in reducing the rolling resistance and improve fuel economy.

Elaborating about their innovation Nikhar Jain said, "The rice husk ash contains heavy amount of silica which can be used
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for various purpose. To ensure effective rice husk utilization through efficient silica extraction, we developed a process
to extract advance grade of green silica."

Citing advantages, he said, "First and foremost, the cost will be cheaper as no import will be required. Secondly, silica
helps in reducing the rolling resistance so if it is used instead of carbon black then the fuel economy too will improve." It
also results in 5% reduction in fuel consumption of vehicles and reduction in emission of green house gases, he added.

This technology for silica extraction has been successfully employed at pilot stage by Nikhar Jain, Tanmay Pandya and
Abhishek Poddar, who are associated with 'Bridgedots Techservices Private Limited', established in 2011 by lIT-BHU
alumni. It is a technology solution provider for Chemical & Allied Industries, across the globe, including India, Europe,
Middle East, USA and Australia.

The students tested silica extracted from rice husk ash at Malaviya Centre for Innovation Incubation and
Entrepreneurship (MCIIE) and are in contact with several multinational companies (MNCs). "Presently, we have received
approval from two MNCs and are in talk with a few federal companies for funds," Nikhar Jain, one of the innovators.

It is currently incubated at the Technology Business Incubator, MCIIE of IIT-BHU, which provides direct access to leading
authorities and experts in India and state-of-the-art research infrastructure of the campus. It also has a well-equipped
research lab in Noida.

According to Jain, millions of tons of rice were harvested in India and disposal of rice husk ash was an environmental
challenge. "If the rice husk wastes are used for landfills as well as in silica extraction, then waste disposal issues will be
solved," he said.

MCIIE coordinator and professor in department of chemical engineering PK Mishra said, "These young minds have come
up with the first-of-its-kind idea by converting a waste product into a value added product. The rice husk served various
purposes but disposal of ash was a challenge. Now, this husk ash would not only reduce energy but also help in minimal
pollution."” He further said, "To extract silica from sand, you have to heat the sand up to 1,400 degrees Celsius while the
temperature required for extracting silica from ash is only 100 degrees Celsius," and added that plans were afoot to set

up the plant at Punjab.

MCIIE technology manager Prashant Sinha said, "The best part of this innovation is its eco-friendly nature and
advantages are not just limited to increasing fuel efficiency of tyres and reduction in pollution. But, even the left over
ash can be of great use."
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